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TNFORMATION ON GDR, MRTALLURGICAL PLANTS

[T’hie report contains miscellaneous information on production,
operations, and construction work at varicus metallurgical plants
in the GDR (German Democratic Republic)/.

The following reports have been received on various steel and rolling wills
in the GIR.

- Brandenburg Steel and Roiling M1l

“he rolling of cectionsl steel is to be staried by the end of 1251. The
rolling mill 18 tov be constructed by the Wildau Heavy Machine Building Plant.
The blueprints, which sre to be supplied by the Central Canstruction and Tech-
nology Buresu of ‘"o Main Administrastion for Metallurgy, Ministry of Heavy In-
Austry, had not yet arrived at the Wildsu Plant by the beginning of Tebruary
1951 8o that neither the waterisl requivements aor the modsls . could be sub-
o mitted.

At the beginning of March 1951, Siemene-Martin furnace VI was tapped.
The Five-Year Plan provides for an increase in ths steel protiuction of the o
Brandenburg Plant to 700,000 tons annually.

: Riesa Steel snd Rolljng Mill

In Mareh 1G51, a new gsection-steel foundry went into operation at this
plant which makas possidie the casting of stecl. sections weighing up to 4o tous.
In sddition, slloy-stesl castings cap de produced in this foundry. The foun-~
dry's new workskop is 190 meters long and is equipped with two Siemsns-dartin

.- furnaces and seversl moid-drying ovens, ccre-baking ovens, and winsaling fur-
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The Pive-iear Plan provides Jor an increase in the steel production of the
Riega Flant to 600,000 tons enmually. '

In compection with the rolling of skelp ¢t the finishing mil., e repeater
wes nlso designed for the high-sred section of this will, which will mske it
possivie te roll 14-20 millimeter round bars. These new methods reportedly will
reduce the regquived persomnel strength by two skilled workers per shift.

The Saechsische Zeitung of 1k March 1951 published a statement of the Rieaa -
Plant's party .zaders on the severs criticies made some time ago by the Central - ...
Comnittee of the SED (Sccislist Unity Party) concerning the work at the Brenden- -
burg £ teel and Rolling Mill. The Riesa FPlant's party lesders mnintained that in i U
f81l 1950, glmost all points made in the c¢riticism could also have been cor- - o B L A p
rectly appiied to the Riesa Plent, since, at thet time, the plant was comsider-. 07 e =
3 . . - ably behird in vlen fulfillment. IY has only been since renrganization thel the
- 4 o plent”s montnly production plans heve been regularly fuifilled and exceeded.

To help the Brandenburg Steel and Kolling Mill train new workers, the Riesa Wit
Flent has been continuously training groups of three or four smelters from Zrand- T
enburg since Wic -Jenuary 195L. In sddition, the Riesa Plamnt places its own - L
smelters and furnsce instructors at the disposal of the Branderburg Plant.

Ly

East Metallurgicel Combine, Fuerstenberg/Oder

X e sccond blast furnace is to ve put Into operation in July 1952 [p'z-oz;-s‘uly
sro.. : be 195;7. The present plans for crude-steel prcduction, differing from
foru - - reports, are given as 320,000 tons for 1952 and 520,000 tons for 19%5%5.
Cens -uction of the rolling-mill installations is to be started in 1953; upon !
thei. completion, the annusl outputs of the blooming mill and the plate-roiling -
mill are scheduled to be 600,000 and 240,000 tens of rolled steel, respectively. ]

At the beginning of February 1951, the foundation of blest furnsce I wae K
completed, and construction of the [O-meter-high chimmey was started. The craue :
required for the installaticn work on blast furrace I was set up by the VEF
Stahlvau (People-Owned Ernterprise ror Steel Conmstruction). A large excsvation

4 was made in front of tie foundation for the ore bunker. Foundations for the fu-
ture wachine shop were laid in the vicinity of blast furnace I.

As at the Brandepburg Steel and Rolling Mill, considerable difficuities wrd
« critical problems arose in cormection witn the conatruction of the East Metel-
lurgical Combine. The following criticism was contained in & report of an In-
spectica Comrission of the FDG3 (League of Free German Trade Unions} Directer- .
ate: “Cons.ruction wos started by the administrations without all the required N
. plans being on hand. The transportation facilities eve not regulsted accurd-
, - ing to the requirements of the plant and the vorkers. The burrac’s and sani-
- tary ’acilities are in bad condition. Medical care for the workers in inade- ]
) quate." The Ministry of Heavy Industry wos rerroached for not adequately ca- ¥
ordinating the work at the metallurgicsl combine. The Inspection Commission S
reccmmended that brigedes, composed cf outstanding specialists; orgarizers, i .
and trade-union functionasries from the Brandemburg and Maxhuette stcel plents, .
.4 the shipyards, etc., be formed to visit the East Metallurgical Combine regularly.
g It wes suggested to the Ministry of Construction that the exyperiences in con-
nection with the construction of the Polish "Nowa Huta" plant be studied and
utilized Tor the comstruction of the Eamat Mesaliurgical Coubine.
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Maxtmette Plant, Unterwellenborn

_ The Selvke RAW (Railroad Repair Shop) complained considerably sbout the
quality of the Maxtmelte Flant's products: “The meteriel which 18 dslivered by i .0
the Tolling ®iil in Unterwellenborn is very unsuitsble for fufther processing.. ™ - - -

- If processed in the forge, the work:ieces burst open like a cauliflcwer; L& S
processed mechanically, they cxhibit bairiine cvacks affer ihe outer layer has '
been removed; in sither case, they must be scrapped.” .. R IR

4 Groeditz Steel Plent

Z0f o In 1951, this plant is scheduled to deliver twice the quantity of blooms
07 that 1t dslivered in 1950. This goal is to be sehieved mainly by - further de-
. veiopment of the repid seelting mathod. This process provides that part. of the

charge be 1n liquid fors; thus, the time »equired for the smelting process,’ the
aveiage duretion of which vas formerly 7 hours and 24 miputes, 18 allegedly re-
duced by 22 percent. Tiis new process vill supposedly slso lover profuction

¢ ‘costs by 20-25 Deutsche marks per ton. Scrap is the main rav materisl used at’
the (roedits Steel Flamt. - N R A

e Ab the beglmning of March 1051, & 95-ton gnvil blotk for & Gtesm-hamper’ -
‘plaat wes cast ai the Grosditz Stesl Flsnt for the first time in the GIR.: Up-to
thon, castings of thia type could allegedly be produced in West Germany only:
To cast the anvil blotk two furnaces were tspped similtanecusly, so that the 95
tons of ligquid steel could be fed izto the mold. Four additional anvil blocks
are scheduled to te cast at the Groeditz Steel Plant in the near fucure.

WAL Becksr" Rolling Mill, Kirchmoeser

The rolling procass is to be further mechanized at this plant, so thet the
1551 cutput sem he semeidarahly higher than the 1950 output. To date, & 25-
percent incresse in production has been achieved by the introGuction of a new
psthod of roiling wire. It is alsc planned to improve the quality of the 1951
produstion. In thie connection, Forster, direcior oi the rolling mill, wrote:
"Although we have mucceeded thus far in producing good-quality products witn the
available means, we could not mset sll the quelity specifications of the comn-
sumer. It is necessary that ve expand the straightening section of our heavy~
plate rolling mill. By the end of the third quarter 1951 we wvant to be shle to
deliver oomgletely satisfactory plate, which is correctly cut, annealed, and
gtreightensd."” Agcording to Forster, the improvemant of the quality of the pro-
ducts 18 not only & question of the plant's technical equipment, dbut also involves
ths volling-mill workers qualifications. For this reascn, sdvanced vocktional
courses ares to be givan on rolling mills, electric-powsr technology; and mat
terials. To further improve the work, the work methods are to be basically
changed to condérm to Boviet methods, S0 that the plani‘s persormel strergth
wiil be in the ratioc of cne offics employss to ten production workers. At present,
200 apprenticss aro being trained. Mhe plant's main product is reportedly
spring steel. '

Surg Bolling Will, XNoar Nagieburg

At the end of February 1951, & new hot-rolling ®ill was put into.uperation;
the parts for tbis mill were produced in the GIR. Thus, in addition to relling
strustuza) steel plate, as it bas dean doing in the past; ths plext will be ine
positloz to roll thin plate less than one miliiceter thick, dynamoc sheet irox,
and trapsformsr sheet. Tae sheets will be furiher treated in & nev production
shop; 1,%00 square meters in sise.
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Dresden-Doelzschen Forge-fHammer Plant ‘

The third cupcle furpese, which was put into operstion at the bngnming of
January 1951, bas a capacity of 6 tons per hour. About 300 workers are employed
in the plant's cast-iron foundry.

Georg Schwsrz Steel FPlant, Olbersdorf

As a result of a lack of orders &t the plant, caused dy a shme of 'ﬁete- RO
riale,; some of the skilled workers had to de asai@ed to odd Jo‘bs famr& mﬂ R
transporiation work) during Jaouary 1951. -

Halle Pump Works, Kalle/Seale

A procsss for produeing molding sand from slag has been developed uhichbé.l{
legedly will eliminate the necessity of dullding large crushers, esd will thus '
result in the saving of sll investment funds provided for thie purposs. ol

In this process, the slag, which 1s removed from the cupols Purmace when ' .
red-act, is chilled with water and granulated, eo that emall slag splinters,.
‘rether than large piecee, ars obteined, and can be ground to Gust in the ball
mills.

Merseburg Metaiworks

After the Leiptig spriag fair, the Merseburg Metalworks ves ordered to be
the first plant in the GIR to produce aluminum foil, which constitutes a bottle-
nsck in the GDR. Allegedly, the capacity of the plant is to be sufficiesnt to
cGrer the reyuircments of all branches of industry. In addition to the electri-
cal industry. the fo0d and beverage end the cigarette industries are to be sup-
plied with aluminum foil for packaging.

Lavte Aluminum Plant

This plant, formerly one of the largest aluminum-producing plante in Burope,
vas completely dismantied by the Soviets. Reconstruction work, vhich has alresdy
beant started; is to be speeded up, aud the first phase of ths large-scale recon-
struction project is scheduled for completion by fall 1951. Thus far, an alumi-
rue and iron foundvy has beer consiructed. The plant is baing constructed by
order of the Nain Tepartacnt for Chemistry, Ministry of Heavy Industry. The
Lauta Plant employeed 3,500 workers in 1938 and 6,000 workers during the war.

Produats Exhibited at leipzig Fair

At the Leipsig spring fair, the VVB GUS (Federatica ct Psuple-Owned Enter-
prises for Cast anf Furged Produciz) exhibited & group of new tynes of foundry
products, for exsmple, equipment for the cement industry, made of cast steel with
a high chromium content; the cutstanding characteristic of this product reportedly
is it resistance to strees. Cast-iron parts sre produced in the Doslrschen
Foundry by & nev methnd wuich uses cupola-slag cemeni. Revently, siides for zip-
pers, vhich formerly had to be pressed, were produced for the first time by &
cimple die-casting prccess. In sddition, cast paits were exhidbited which were
produced from iron or light metal instead of nonferrous metals. Por exsmple,
aluminus parts were disyplayed which had been produced by the Xrupp casting methed,
with consideradble savings in nonferroue mstals.
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Yurthermore, the VB GUS exhibited grooved rolls snd lerge cast parts for
rolling mdlls mad other besic irdustriel eaterprises, chilled rolis in three
grades of hardnass, and cast-steel roils produced by the Hemnigedort Steel-

- Casting Flent. Among the large cast peris were a revolving grste for & gas
gererator and a cylinder liner for ship engines.

Toe Eeldenau Die and Pressure-Cesting Fowidry in Sachsen, which balongs
to BAG {Soviet Corporatiom) "Kabel," exhibited cast parts produced by the Prea-
sure-die-canting method for aluminime, magnesium, zine, end brass &lloys. These
cast paris reportedly excel in sccurasy amd uniformity. The pressurs-gie-
2asting method ie economica) only when at least 3,000 caat parts sre to be pro-
duced, since 1t involves the use of pressure-die-casting molds mede of high-
grede alloy steel.
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